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it shall then be the duty of each local agent of SUChLocalagentto 
express company within this state annually, between the ~'{t'd~t~;~f 
first day of May and the first day of June, to make out state. 
and forward to the auditor of state a similar verified state-
ment of the gross receipts of his agency for the year then 
next preceding the first day of March. When such state· Basis for pay-

t . d h h 11 t th t· f ment of tax. men IS ma e, suc express company sa, a e Ime 0 

making the same, pay into the treasury of the sta.te the 
sum of one dollar on each one hundred dollars of such 
receipts. And any such express company failing or refus- P~nalty for 
ing for more than thirty days after the first day of J une ~':;~:~~jOp':t~ 
in each year to render an accurate account of its receipts tax. 
in the manner above provided, and to pay the required 
taxes thereon, shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each 
additiona.l day such statement and payment shall be R b 
delayed, to be recovered by an action in the name of the a~t1g~~ry y 
state of Iowa on the relation of the auditor of state in any 
court of competent jurisdiction, and the attorney general 
shall c:mduct such prosecution; and such express com- Attorney-, 
pany so failing or refusing shall be prohibited from carry- foe~~~~~ct 
ing on said business in this state until such payment is pl'o3ecution. 
made. 

Approved April 14, 1896. 

CHAPTER 33. 
AN ACT declaring express companies, operating and doing busi- H. F. 298. 

ness in this state, common carriers, and providing for their regu-
lation and control by the railroad commissioners. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly oj the State oj Iowa: 

SECTION 1. That all express companies operating and Express com­
doing business in this state are hereby declared to be ptanieds de-

. dIll f 1· bl . care com-·common earners, an a aws so ar as app lca e, now In moncarriers. 
force or hereinafter enacted, reg~lating the transportation 
of property by railroad companies, shall apply with equal 
force and effect to express companies. 

SEC. 2. The railroad commissioners of this state shall Railway com-
h 1 . . . missioners to ave genera superVIsIOn of all express compallles opera- have super-
ting and doing business in this state, and shall inquire into ;;';;~snc~f~:­
any unjust discrimination, neglect, or violation of the panies. 
laws of this state gover:ning common carriers by any 
·express company doing business therein, or by the officers, 
agents, or Employes thereof, and said railroad commission-
ers are empowered and directed so far as it may seem to 
then:: expedient and practicable under existing statutes to 
make for each express company doing business in this Schedule of 
state, as soon as practicable, a schedule of reasonable reas<;mable 

. h f t· k· d fmaximum maXimum c arges or rates or transpor lng any In 0 rates. 
property carried by such express companies. 

Approved April 14, 1896. 


